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WORLD YOUTH U16 CHESS OLYMPIAD 

Chongqing, China, 21-30 July 2013 
 

 

REPORT OF CHIEF ARBITER 

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

Chongqing, situated in Southwest China, is one of four cities which have direct control municipalities – 

the others being Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin. Chongqing has a population of about 30 million! 

 

2. General Organization 

 

Upon arrival at the airport and until departure, each team was accompanied by university student 

volunteers assigned according to the language the students could speak. More than 80 volunteers took 

part in the general organization – team stewards, reception, dining halls, playing hall etc. 

 

Chongqing Yucai Middle School was the main organizer and it provided its hostel accommodation and 

the playing venue. 

 

3. Opening Ceremony 

 

The Chief Guest of Honour was Ms Xiao Min, Assistant Minister for Sports for the People’s Republic of 

China and Member of the Party Committee of the State Administration., who declared the Opening of 

the event. 

 

I represented and delivered the speech on behalf of FIDE. 

 

All the different traditional Chinese performances were put up by the students themselves. 

 

4. Technical Meeting 

 

A record of 72 teams from 26 federations from 4 continents competed. 

 

As there was concern over the number of Chinese teams participating, I recommended at the Technical 

Meeting and the Captains accepted the proposal of the Chinese Chess Association that only China 1 and 

China 2 would be ranked in the final standings. Moreover, only one of these teams would be entitled to 

win the team medals but players from both teams could compete for individual board prizes. However, 

it should be noted that South Africa had all its 3 teams in the rankings. 

 

All players and accompanying persons entering the playing hall had to pass through electronic security. 

 

The Appeals Committee was elected from among the Captains. They were Chairman IA Bunawan (INA), 

GM Mikhail Kobalia (RUS) and GM Zhao Zong Yuan (AUS) and reserves FA Peter Varga (HUN) and Smid 

Jaroslav (CZE). There were no appeals.  



 

5. Incidents 

 

The mobile phone of one of the organizers rang during the first round; he paid the fine of 100 euro to 

the Chinese Chess Association and no phone rang throughout the rest of the tournament. 

 

From a total of 1,440 games, only 2 players lost their games because of the zero tolerance while there 

were 2 forfeited games in the last round as the opponents did not show up.  

 

6. Results 

 

Annexes: 

6.1 Final Ranking of Teams 

6.2 Awards for Teams 

6.3 Awards for Board Prizes 

6.4 Results of all Individual Boards 

 

7. Final Remarks 

 

I had a wonderful team of assistants; namely, Tournament Directors IA Xiao Guangjun and Mr Pan 

Wenzhuang, Deputy Chief Arbiter IA Zhu Jiaqi, Pairings Chairman FA Ding Jie, Tournament Assistants 

Wang Haiyan, Yue Jing and Amanda Liu. They helped in the preparations of the event under the 

stewardship of Mr Jin Yong, the Principal of Chongqing Yucai Middle School and Deputy Director of the 

Organizing Committee.  

 

The Chongqing Yucai Middle School provided the overall organization as well as majority of the funding 

for the event. 

 

This was not the first time that an organizing federation had fielded more than 3 teams. This being a 

developmental event for youths, I can only see this as a good marketing tool for chess in schools. The 

final ranking of only 2 pre-nominated teams from the host could be considered for future editions. 

 

 

Ignatius LEONG 

Chief Arbiter 
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