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The International Correspondence Chess Federation,
1s an independent and democratic organisation founded in 1951,
which is affiliated as an international organisation with FIDE. This means
that FIDE recognises World Correspondence Chess Champions
and International Correspondence Chess Titles,

which are awarded each year by ICCF.

Correspondence Chess i1s defined as a game of
chess 1n which the players do not sit opposite each
other at a chess board to make their moves. Moves
are communicated by any form of long-distance
transmission, with playing time counted in days
e.g. 10 moves in each 50 days.

ICCF supports and promotes international co-
operation between chess players, enthusiasts and
FIDE, thereby aiming to enhance contact and
friendly harmony amongst the peoples of the
world. The motto of ICCF 1s Amici Sumus: (we
are friends).

For many years, correspondence chess was played
only by post, but nowadays, more than 90% of
games are played via the internet, especially
through the ICCF webserver system.

All ICCF tournaments are international tourna-
ments. In ICCF, chess players of all standards can
participate internationally, which 1s rather unique
for an international sports organisation.

Correspondence Chess players no longer
depend on having good postal connections, but can
now also live 1n any part of the World, providing
they have access through the internet.

Correspondence chess 1s especially attractive to
players who like to perfect the art of analysis. As
reflection time i1s measured in days, players can
try to find the best moves instead of good ones
and the quality of correspondence chess, played
at higher levels, cannot be questioned.

Nowadays 1t 1s very often played by strong chess
players who, at a certain moments in their life-
time, have to give priority to professional careers
and domestic responsibilities, rather than using
much of their time playing chess. They like to
play correspondence chess in their own time and
from the comfort of their homes. With webserver
play, there 1s no travel, no postage cost, no clerical
effort, no loss of time in transmission and completely
accurate time recording.

ICCF Tournaments offer a wide variety of
events to suit all standards of chess players from
Grandmasters to chess enthusiasts:

e WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS CYCLES,
e OLYMPIADS, ® WORLD CUPS,
e ZONAL and CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS,
e CHAMPIONS LLEAGUE,
e JUNIOR CuUPS e VETERANS CUPS,
e THEMATICS, ® PROMOTION TOURNAMENTS,
e INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENTS,
e SPECIAL EVENTS and also
e FRIENDLY MATCHES
are all available.

Players can enter ICCF tournaments via their
national correspondence chess organisation or
through ICCF’s Direct Entry facilities via the
main ICCF website

http:/www.iccf.com

even when they are not a member of any national
organisation.

Correspondence Chess Ratings include results
from almost all international tournaments (and
various national tournaments). Rating lists will
soon be available quarterly (currently half-yearly).
The ICCF Rating System is used to set tournament
categories for title purposes. The Correspondence

Chess titles awarded by ICCF are:

e INTERNATIONAL (GRANDMASTER,
e SENIOR INTERNATIONAL MASTER and
e INTERNATIONAL MASTER, and there are also
e LLADIES and ® ARBITER titles.

The ICCF Webserver System’s Games Screen
enables players to enter their moves directly on a
chessboard and to exchange messages with their
opponents.

In 2001, ICCF published a 50" Jubilee book,

“ICCF Gold”

A free copy 1s available to FIDE delegates
from ICCF Honorary President and
ICCF Liaison Officer to FIDE:

Alan P. Borwell (who may also be contacted
for more information about ICCF).
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