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75th FIDE Congress 
 
(Calvia – Spain) 

 
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

OF CHESS IN SCHOOOLS COMMITTEE 
 
1) - ADDRESS FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
Dear friends, 
 
as you know, it is a long time I have healt problem. Now it is going worst and worst and it is 
my great sorrow and deep sadness I have to resign. I will be not present in this FIDE 
Congress and I hope that you and all my Chess Friends would understand my regret. 
Whishing you and to Chess Word all the best, I remain your faithful. 
 
Nicola Palladino 
 
During one years of 1980 the Government of Venezuela introduced chess in primary schools. In 
1985 at FIDE Congress in Graz Raphael Tudela (Venezuela), Roman Toran (Spain), Nicola 
Palladino (Italy) founded the Chess in Schools Committee for spreading chess at elementary level 
in primary governative schools all around the world with the help of thousands of those who 
passionately spread chess in schools, in clubs and every where. 
During the 74nd Congress in Halkidiki the Presidential Board declare the years 2004 and 2005 the 
years of chess in schools. Immediately has been organised by ISCU in name of Chess in Schools 
Committee the Ist World Team Chess in Schools Championship. 
 
I am so grated for the support I obtained from my colleagues at FIDE, first of all the President of 
FIDE Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, Uvencio Blanco author of the fundamental book “Why Teach Chess in 
Schools?”, Goran Antunac, Elizabet Polihroniade, Beatriz Marinello director of schools chess 
project of USCF, Alexander Kostiev, Prof. Tim Redman, Margaret A. Murphy, and many other 
people who in passed years helped me in my difficult task.  
 
2) – FROM THE COMMUNIQUE OF THE 74th FIDE CONGRESS, KALLITHEA, 
HALKIDIKI, GREECE 
 
 
As part of efforts to give greater impetus to activities in the Chess in Schools Committee, the 
Executive Board approved the proposal that affiliated organizations may be allowed to send 
entries into the World Youth Championships and other junior or youth events upon approval 
by the Presidential Board.  
 
Finally, the Executive Board resolved to declare the years 2004 and 2005 as the year of Tigran 
Petrossian and the year of Chess in Schools respectively. It resolved to extend its gratitude to the 
Greek Chess Federation, FIDE Deputy President Georgios Makropoulos and Mr. Theodoros 
Tsorbatzoglou for the successful organization of the 74th FIDE Congress and the 2003 World Youth 
Chess Championship. 
 
Halkidiki 3rd November 2003 
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3) –  The International School Chess Union 

FIDE & European Chess Union Associated Member 
5, 3-rd Frounzenskaya St., Moscow 119270, Russia 
Fax: (7-095) 247 1883, Tel/fax: (7-095) 169 69 69  
E-mail: scca@online.ru 

 
 
 
 
July 27, 2004 
Moscow 
 
To The 75th FIDE Congress 

 
Report of The International School Chess Union 

 
On ISCU initiative FIDE Congress-2003 announced the year 2005 “The Year of School 

Chess in FIDE Countries”.  
In order to execute this decision ISCU in cooperation with National Chess Federations of 

Greece, Turkey, Spain and famous school chess enthusiasts prepared several proposals concerning 
establishment of three World Championships in 2005.  

 
a) World School Chess Individual Championship. It will a big tournament of 

School Champions in different age groups. It will be provided in Greece (town of 
Kallithea), April 22– 30.  

b) World School Chess Teams Championship. This is the name for the tournament 
of school chess teams form FIDE countries. Teams composition: 3 boys and 1 girl 
not older than 14 years old; they all should be pupils of one and the same school. 
This Championship will take place in the second half of July 2005 in Turkey 
(town of Eskishehir).  

c) World Children Chess Clubs Championship. The tournament of children clubs 
on the world level is organized for the first time. Each children chess club may 
send its team of 4 boys and 2 girls not older than 16 years old to take part in this 
tournament in Spain (town of Calvia, Majorca Island).  

 
Each of the mentioned above tournaments will be established at the best level, for they are 
prepared by the well-known chess managers: Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou, the manager of 
many Youth World and European Championships (Greece), Ali Nihat Yazuci, President of 
Turkish Chess Federation, Kemal Zengin, Principle of Atayurt Schools (Turkey), Antonio 
Rami, FIDE Olympiad Director (Spain). Well-known companies–sponsors, official 
representatives, and state structures are involved into the preparation of these events.  

 
Carrying out the International Congress “School and Chess” will be the final 

event in the “Year of School Chess”.   
 
We appeal to the delegates of 75th FIDE Congress to provide events in their countries 

devoted to “The Year of School Chess”. We also ask the delegates to make everything 
possible in order representatives of their countries (School Champions, School Chess 
Teams, Children Clubs) could take part in the final events of “The Year of School Chess”.   
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One more field of activities of International School Chess Union is enlarging the 

membership of ISCU and establishment of official branches of ISCU in different countries.  
In particular, the official branch of ISCU was established in Romania, it received 

state registration and was opened as juridical person. The head of this ISCU branch is 
Elisabeta Polichroniade, International Grandmaster, Honored Member of FIDE.  

 
Extremely important educational initiative in the field of chess pedagogics occurred 

in Russia. First the Chair of Pedagogics and School Chess Word Organization was 
opened in the Russian State Social University and then “Anatoly Karpov School Chess” 
was opened under the umbrella of the Chair. In March 2004 ISCU, the Social University and 
Anatoly Karpov Chess School under the patronage of  Ministry of Education of the Russian 
Federation provided The First Chess Olympiad among school-leavers.  

Only those school-leavers chess players who wanted to become chess teachers in 
future were invited to take part in the Olympiad. The program of the Olympiad included 
chess tournament, chess history quiz and competition of reports “Chess in my life”. 
According to the results of the Olympiad the winners became the students of free-of-charge 
day department of the Social University (Chair of Chess) without passing entrance exams. 
Today 25 chess players are the students of the Chair of Chess in the Russian State Social 
University now. There are 4 International Masters and 8 FIDE Masters among them. The 
students study the courses of chess pedagogics, teach chess in schools and are being taught 
to be professional couches.  

Due to this Olympiad Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation issued a 
decree “About chess education in the System of Education in Russia”.  

 
In future in the framework of FIDE Committee “Chess in Schools” International 

School Chess Union is going to continue working in the field of organization of different 
festivals for school champions, school chess teams, children clubs, as well as carrying out 
Conferences for chess teachers,  
discussion of chess textbooks and providing couching assistance in teaching pupils to play 
chess.  
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 

  
 

 
 
Alexander Kostyev, 
ISCU President and  
Head of Chair of Pedagogics and School Chess Work, 
Russian State Social University 
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4)  - India and chess for young 
 

 
 

XLIII WORLD JUNIOR & XXI WORLD GIRLS 
UNDER –20 CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
KOCHI (COCHIN), KERALA , INDIA 

18th NOVEMBER TO 1st DECEMBER 2004 
 
 
 

INVITATION 
 

 The All India Chess Federation on behalf of FIDE cordially invite your Federation to 
participate in the World Junior and Girls U- 20 Chess Championships to be conducted in Kochi 
(Cochin), Kerala, India. 

 
 

The Venue and Schedule 
 
 The World Junior and the World Girls U- 20 Chess Championships will be held from 
18th November (arrival) to 1st December 2004 (departure), in Kochi (Cochin), Kerala, India. 
 

Age Limit 
 

According to  FIDE regulations, only those born on or after 1st January 1984 are eligible 
for participating in the Championships. 

 
Participants 

 
 Subject to the restriction regarding age, the following will be entitled to participate in the 
Championships as per the FIDE Rules under D.V.01. 
  

a) The players placed 1-3 in the previous World Junior and World Girls U-20 Championships  
b) The champions of  Continental Junior Championships. 
c) The top 6 players from the International rating list for men. 
d) The top 4 players from the International rating list for women. 
e) The present World Boys and Girls - 18 and 16 champions. 
f) One player each for the World Junior and World Girls U-20 Championship nominated by 

each Affiliated National Federation  
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g) One additional player nominated by the Organizing Federation. 
 

 In addition to the above the Organizing Federation will hold a player in reserve to make an 
even number of participants, if necessary. 
 
 If a Federation wishes to have additional players participating, besides those qualified by the 
normal way and by personal right, it should apply to the Organizing Committee. A player can 
participate in the competition only after getting an official consent from the Organizing Federation 
 
 According to FIDE regulations an   entry fee of SFr. 100 is required for each player, except the 
defending champion and SFr. 200 for any additional player. This amount must be sent to FIDE in 
advance. 

 
Registration 

 
 The Registration Forms shall be submitted to All India Chess Federation to be received before 
September 18, 2004 
 

 
Travelling Expenses  

 
 According to the FIDE Regulation, travelling expenses shall be borne by the 

participating Federations. 
 

 
Registration Fee 

 
Each participant and each accompanying person must pay a registration fee of US$ 60 

towards airport transfers (from the Kochi International Airport, Nedumbassery (COK) to the venue 
and back) and for badges. 
 

 
Board & Lodging 

 
Participants from countries other than India  must stay and dine at the hotels arranged by the 
Organisers. 
 
 The main participants (those who qualified by the normal way and by personal right) will be 
provided with free board & lodging from 18th November to 1st December 2004 (breakfast). They 
will be accommodated in two bedded rooms and may have to share the room with a participant 
from another Federation if required. 
 
 Each additional participant and each accompanying person should pay  US $ 60 per day  for  
sharing a double room plus three meals a day. The tariff for single room plus three meals is US $ 90  
per day. 
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Payments 
 
 All payments due to the Organisers on account of registration fee and boarding and 
lodging expenses must be paid in advance and proof thereof (bank acknowledgment ) must be 
sent along with the registration forms. Defaulters will be debarred. 
 

Mode of Payment 
 
 Payments must be made in US Dollars in Chase Manhattan Bank Newyork (CHASUS33)-001-
1-406493, to the credit of All India Chess Federation, Account No. PB 1090, State Bank of 
Tranvancore, Meenchanda Branch, Nallalam (P.O), Calicut – 673 027, India. 

 
 

Entry Visas 
 
 Entry visa will be issued by the Indian Diplomatic Missions in the respective countries for 
which application should be submitted to the Embassy at least one month in advance. While 
applying for Visa please mention that the tournament has been cleared by the Government of India 
as per their sanction number F.22-8/2004/SP.II dated 14/05/2004 issued by Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Government of India. Further details can be had from the Section Officer 
(Sports), Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi – 
110 001, Phone : +91 11 – 23384723, email : sp2.yas@hub.nic.in  
 

Participants from countries which do not have Indian Diplomatic Missions may contact 
All India Chess Federation for the grant of Visa at least 45 days in advance. 
 
 

Prizes 
 
 Winners of the First, Second and Third places in the Championships (Boys & Girls) will be 
awarded Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals respectively. 

 
Tournament Regulations 

 
The tournament will be held in accordance with FIDE regulations (D.V.01) 

  
 The events will be conducted according to the Swiss System, 13 rounds, with a free day after 
the 8th round. 
 
 The time limit will be in accordance with latest FIDE regulations. The games will be played 
using the DGT clocks. 
 

Playing Schedule 
 
November 18  Arrival  

  16.00 Hours  Opening Ceremony 
  18.30 Technical Meeting 
 November 19 10.00 - 14.00 Round 1 
 November  20 09.00 - 13.00 Round 2 
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  16.00 - 20.00 Round 3 
 November 21 10.00 - 14.00 Round 4 
 November  22 09.00 - 13.00 Round 5 
  16.00 - 20.00 Round 6 
 November 23 10.00 - 14.00 Round 7 
 November 24 10.00 - 14.00 Round 8 
 November 25 Rest Day 
 November 26 10.00 - 14.00 Round 9 
 November 27 10.00 - 14.00 Round 10 
 November 28 10.00 - 14.00 Round 11 
 November 29 10.00 - 14.00 Round 12 
 November 30 09.00 – 13.00 Round 13 
  16.00 Closing Ceremony / Prize Distribution  
 December 01  Departure 
 

Further details can be had : 
 
 P.T. Ummer Koya 
 Vice President, FIDE & 
 Secretary General, AICF 
 Chessindia Complex, Meenchanda, 
 Post Nallalam, Calicut – 673 027, INDIA 
 Phone : (91) 495 – 2420327, 2420727 
 Fax : (91) 495 – 2422033, 2421005 
 Email : aicf@chessindia.org;  koya@chessindia.org 
 Website : www.chessindia.org 

 
    For All India Chess Federation 
 

      
 
     P.T. Ummer Koya 
     Hon. Secretary 
Date : 17/07/2004 
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XLIII World Junior & XXI World Girls U-20 Chess Championship 
Kochi (Cochin), Kerala, India, November 18 – 1 December 2004 

 
Registration Form 

 
(Please submit separate entry forms for each player/accompanying person) 

 
 

BOY GIRL 
      ENTRY 

Normal  Personal right Extra Place 
Tick the appropriate 

 
Federation : 
 
 
Address : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Telephone :   Fax :                                                    E-mail :  
 
Name of Player : 
 

 
Male 

 
Female 

Title  FIDE Rating ID Number Passport No. Validity 
 
 
 

Nationality  Place & Date of Birth 
  

Parentage 

 
 
 

Name of accompanying person (paying)  
Male       Female 

 

 

Passport No. Validity 

 

Nationality    
 
 

Place & Date of Birth Parentage 
 
 

 
Flight Details 
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Arrival Date : Time : 

 
Arriving From : 
 

Flight No. : 

 
Name of Responding Official : 

Please return this entry form by 18th September 2004 to the following address : 
Mr. P.T. UMMER KOYA, Hon. Secretary,  
All India Chess Federation,  
Nallalam [P.O],  Calicut - 673 027,  India.  
Tel : (91) 495 – 2420727, 2420327.  Fax : (91) 495 – 2422033, 2421005,  
E-mail : aicf@chessindia.org; koya@chessindia.org 
 
 
5) - The Use and impact of Chess 

By Dr. Robert C. Ferguson 
 
STUDIES 
In a 1973-74 Zaire study conducted by Dr. Albert Frank, employing 92 students, age 16-18, the 
chess-playing experimental group showed a significant advancement in spatial, numerical and 
administrative-directional abilities, along with verbal aptitudes, compared to the control group. The 
improvements held true regardless of the final chess skill level attained. [1], [2], [7] 
In a 1974-1976 Belgium study, a chess-playing experimental group of fifth graders experienced a 
statistically significant gain in cognitive development over a control group, using Piaget’s tests for 
cognitive development. Perhaps more noteworthy, they also did significantly better in their regular 
school testing, as well as in standardized testing administered by an outside agency which did not 
know the identity of the two groups. Quoting Dr. Adriaan de Groot: “In addition, the Belgium 
study appears to demonstrate that the treatment of the elementary, clear-cut and playful subject 
matter can have a positive effect on motivation and school achievement generally...” [1], [3], [7] 
In a 1977-1979 study at the Chinese University in Hong Kong by Dr. Yee Wang Fung, chess 
players showed a 15% improvement in math and science test scores. [4] 
A four-year study (1979-1983) in Pennsylvania found that the chess-playing experimental group 
consistently outperformed the control groups engaged in other thinking development programs, 
using measurements from the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal and the Torrance Tests of 
Creative Thinking. [1], [4], [5], [6], [7], [23] 
The 1979-1983 Venezuela “Learning to Think Project,” which trained 100,000 teachers to teach 
thinking skills and involved a sample of 4,266 second grade students, reached a general conclusion 
that chess, methodologically taught, is an incentive system sufficient to accelerate the increase of 
IQ 
in elementary age children of both sexes at all socio-economic levels. [1], [7], [8], [9], [10] 
During his governor’s teacher grant from the New Jersey State Department of Education, William 
Levy found that chess consistently (1980-1987) promoted self-esteem after a year of exposure. 
Many students’ self-images improved dramatically. [7], [11] 
According to a two-year study conducted in Kishinev under the supervision of N.F. Talisina, grades 
for young students taking part in the chess experiment increased in all subjects. Teachers noted 
improvement in memory, better organizational skills, and for many increased fantasy and 
imagination (Education Ministry of the Moldavian Republic, 1985). [1], [7] 
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In his 1986 pilot study, Dr. Ferguson found that it is possible to enhance achievement by focusing 
on individuals’ modality strengths, creating an individualized thinking plan, analyzing and 
reflecting upon one’s own problem solving processes, sharing his/her thinking system with peers, 
and modifying the system to integrate other modalities. [1], [7], [12] 
During the 1987-88 “Development of Reasoning and Memory through Chess,” all students in a 
rural Pennsylvania sixth grade self-contained classroom were required to participate in chess 
lessons and play games. None of the pupils had previously played chess. The pupils significantly 
improved in both memory and verbal reasoning. The effect of the magnitude of the results is strong 
(eta2 is .715 for the Memory test gain compared to the Norm). These results suggest that transfer of 
the skills fostered through the chess curriculum did occur. [1], [7], [13] 
A 1989-92 New Brunswick, Canada study, using 437 fifth graders split into three groups, 
experimenting with the addition of chess to the math curriculum, found increased gains in math 
problem-solving and comprehension proportionate to the amount of chess in the curriculum. [14] 
A 1990-92 study using a sub-set of the New York City Schools Chess Program produced 
statistically significant results concluding that chess participation enhances reading performance. 
[15], [16], [23] 
“Playing Chess: A Study of Problem-Solving Skills in Students with Average and Above Average 
Intelligence,” a study by Philip Rifner, was conducted during the 1991-1992 school term. The 
study sought to determine whether middle school students who learned general problem solving 
skills in one domain could apply them in a different domain. Data indicated that inter-domain 
transfer can be achieved if teaching for transfer is an instructional goal. [17] 
During the 1995-1996 school year, two classrooms were selected in each of five schools. Students 
(N = 112) were given instruction in chess and reasoning in one classroom in each school. Pupils in 
the chess program obtained significantly higher reading scores at the end of the year. It should be 
noted that while students in the chess group took chess lessons, the control group (N = 127) had 
additional classroom instruction in basic education. The control group teacher was free to use the 
“chess period” any way he/she wanted, but the period was usually used for reading, math or social 
studies instruction. The control groups thus had more reading instruction than the chess groups. 
Even so, the chess groups did better on the reading post-test; therefore, the gains in the chess groups 
were particularly impressive. [18] 
In a 1994-97 Texas study, regular (non-honors) elementary students who participated in a school 
chess club showed twice the improvement of non-chess players in Reading and Mathematics 
between third and fifth grades on the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills. [19], [20] 
Researchers and educators have questioned what causes this growth. The Venezuelan study 
claimed: “Chess develops a new form of thinking, and this exercise is what contributes to increase 
the intelligence quotient.” [10] More recent researchers speculate that it is the growth of new 
synaptic connections. Chess promotes the growth of dendrites! 
Why does chess have this impact? Briefly, there appear to be at least seven significant factors: 1) 
Chess accommodates all modality strengths. 2) Chess provides a far greater quantity of problems 
for practice. 3) Chess offers immediate punishments and rewards for problem solving. 4) Chess 
creates a pattern or thinking system that, when used faithfully, breeds success. The chess playing 
students had become accustomed to looking for more and different alternatives, which resulted in 
higher scores in fluency and originality. 5) Competition. Competition fosters interest, promotes 
mental alertness, challenges all students, and elicits the highest levels of achievement (Stephan, 
1988). 6) A learning environment organized around games has a positive affect on students’ 
attitudes toward learning. This affective dimension acts as a facilitator of cognitive achievement 
(Allen & Main, 1976). [21] Instructional gaming is one of the most motivational tools in the good 
teacher’s repertoire. Children love games. Chess motivates them to become willing problem 
solvers and spend hours quietly immersed in logical thinking. These same young people often 
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cannot sit still for fifteen minutes in the traditional classroom. 7) Chess supplies a variety and 
quality of problems. As Langen (1992) states: “The problems that arise in the 70-90 positions of 
the average chess game are, moreover, new. Contexts are familiar, themes repeat, but game 
positions never do. This makes chess good grist for the problem-solving mill.” 
 
FACTS 
Chess is part of the curricula in nearly 30 countries. In Venezuela, Iceland, Russia and other 
countries, chess is a subject in all public schools. [8] 
In Vancouver, BC, the Math and Chess Learning Center, recognizing the correlation between chess 
playing and math skills development, has developed a series of workbooks to assist Canadian 
students in math. [42] 
In Harriet Geithmann’s article “Strobeck, Home of Chess,” The National Geographic Magazine, 
May 1931, pp. 637-652, we find that this medieval village in the Harz Mountains of Germany has 
taught the royal game in its public schools for years. Chess began in Strobeck in 1011. [37] 
In “Chessmen Come to Life in Marostica,” The National Geographic Magazine, November 1956, 
by Alexander Taylor, pp. 658-668, we see an Italian town reviving a romantic legend of the Middle 
Ages, in which suitors played chess for the hand of a lady fair. [43] 
The mathematics curriculum in New Brunswick, Canada is a text series called Challenging 
Mathematics, which uses chess to teach logic and problem solving from grades 2 to 7. Using this 
curriculum, the average problem-solving score of pupils in the province increased from 62% to 
81%. The Province of Quebec, where the program was first introduced, has the highest math grades 
in Canada, and Canada scores better than the USA on international mathematics exams. [19], [20], 
[40] 
Former U.S. Secretary of Education Terrell Bell encouraged knowledge of chess as a way to 
develop a preschooler’s intellect and academic readiness. [39] 
The State of New Jersey passed a bill legitimizing chess as a unit of instruction within the 
elementary school curriculum. On December 17, 1992, New Jersey Governor Jim Florio signed 
into law a bill to establish chess instruction in public schools. A quote from the bill states “In 
countries where chess is offered widely in schools, students exhibit excellence in the ability to 
recognize complex patterns and consequently excel in math and science...” [41] 
Funding for chess activity is available under the “Educate America Act” (Goals 2000), Public Law 
103-227, Section 308.b.2.E.: “Supporting innovative and proven methods of enhancing a teacher’s 
ability to identify student learning needs and motivating students to develop higher order thinking 
skills, discipline, and creative resolution methods.” The original wording of this section included 
“such as chess” and passed Senate that way, but the phrase was deleted later in Conference 
Committee. [19] 
 
ANECDOTAL 
Several articles discuss chess as a tool to assist children of all levels. 
Dr. Stefurak, a cognitive neuropsychologist, stated that “…chess instruction informs the mind and 
the emotions in such a way as to structure an emergent mental circuit where motivation and ability 
multiply to produce achievement in chess and school and life. [23] 
In December 1996, Arman Tajarobi wrote: “For the past three years, I’ve been a witness to an 
experiment held in 24 elementary schools in my town: The school board allowed these schools to 
replace an hour of math classes by a chess course each week for half of their students. For three 
consecutive years, the groups who received the chess formation have had better results in maths 
than those who did not. This year (the fourth year), the school board has allowed any school that 
wants to provide its students with a chess formation to do so.” [35] 
John Artise (B.S., M.A.) draws upon his years of psychological research in chess to identify the 
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contribution chess makes in education and learning. He identifies four areas of growth: memory 
improvement, logic, observation and analysis, and operant conditioning. (K) “Chess and 
Education,” John Artise. [31] 
The chess program funded by Oakland (California) Youth at Risk program proves to be an effective 
vehicle for saving troubled youth. [32] 
Chess program in the troubled East Harlem district, New York, also rescues kids from drugs and 
gangs. [33] 
Saratoga Springs editorial: “Chess is the last best hope for this country to rescue its skidding 
educational system and teach the young generation the forgotten art of nurturing an attention span.” 
[34] 
In his book Your Child’s Intellect, former U.S. Secretary of Education Terrell Bell encourages 
some 
knowledge of chess as a way to develop a preschooler’s intellect and academic readiness (Bell, 
1982, pp. 178-179). [44] 
 
WHAT DO EDUCATORS SAY? 
“Not only have the reading and math skills of these children soared, their ability to socialize has 
increased substantially, too. Our studies have shown the incidents of suspension and outside 
altercations have decreased by at least 60 percent since these children became interested in chess.” 
--Assistant Principal Joyce Brown at the Roberto Clemente School in New York, 1988 [25] 
Dr. Fred Loveland, superintendent of the Panama City schools, voiced his opinion: “Chess has 
taught my students more than any other subject.” [26] 
The article “Chess Improves Academic Performance” from the NY School Chess Program features 
a number of testimonies from school principals, including: “Not only have the reading and math 
skills of these children soared, their ability to socialize has increased substantially, too. Our studies 
have shown that incidents of suspension and outside altercations have decreased by at least 60% 
since these children became interested in chess.” [27] 
“It’s the finest thing that ever happened to this school. ...chess makes a difference...what it has done 
for these children is simply beyond anything that I can describe.” [27] 
“I see them (students) able to attend to something for more than an hour and a half. I am stunned. 
Some of them could not attend to things for more than 20 minutes.” --Jo Bruno, Principal, P.S. 189 
[27] 
Dr. Calvin F. Deyermond, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction for the North 
Tonawanda City School District, wrote: “…chess develops intellectual, esthetic, sporting, decision 
making, concentration, and perseverance skills. We have seen the effects of this wonderful game in 
our classroom and as an extracurricular activity. Not only is it mentally challenging but it attracts 
not only gifted pupils but also students at all levels of learning. Many students who have been 
experiencing problems, particularly in mathematics and reading, sometimes demonstrate 
remarkable 
progress after learning chess.” [28] 
Rob Roy of Connecticut: “Children with special problems can also learn chess. I taught a 
successful course for emotionally and educationally disadvantaged children in the Waterbury 
schools and used chess as a way for them to learn and practice self-control. It was like turning on 
switches in their heads. You see the child looking at a problem, breaking it down, and then putting 
the whole thing back together. The process involves recall, analysis, judgment and abstract 
reasoning.” [38] 
Public School 68 in the Bronx noted standardized scores increased 11.2% in reading and 18.6% in 
math during the 1994-95 school year. Principal Cheryl Coles wrote: “…as encouraging as our 
scores are, the benefits of our Chess Education Program far exceeded anything that these scores 
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could ever hope to indicate. There were significant outgrowths in varying degrees in all curriculum 
areas. Such as: increased enthusiasm for learning, increase in general fund of knowledge, increase 
in pupil attendance, increase in self-confidence, increase in parent involvement, etc.” [29] 
Beulah McMeans, a guidance counselor at Morningside Elementary School in Prince George’s 
County, MD, uses chess “…to help raise the self-esteem and higher order thinking skills for young 
students, particularly those at risk.” [30] 
“Intuitively, I feel what the kids learn from chess carries over to their everyday lives. The change 
shows up in their improved critical thinking and problem solving. It gets kids to think for 
themselves.” --Fred Nagler, Principal, P.S. 123 [27] 
 
WHAT DO STUDENTS SAY? 
“Chess has significantly increased my logical and mathematical skills. In fact, because of the effect 
of chess, I am going to major in mathematics and computer science in college, both of which utilize 
the aforementioned skills.” –Matthew Puckett [45] 
The skills chess offers to those who play it are gold mines. It teaches the faithful players how to 
approach life. It teaches people that are having dilemmas that here is more than one answer to a 
problem. While your adversary is looking at the issue through a single point, you as the great chess 
player that you are, can take a step back and look at the picture through many points.—Sultan 
Yusufzai [45] 
Because of chess, I feel that my life has been enriched both mentally and socially. I have improved 
my critical thinking skills in everyday life through chess.—Brandon Ashe [45] 
 
WHAT DO PARENTS SAY? 
Andrew Rozsa, psychologist, speaking of his gifted son: “He has had real social and behavioral 
difficulties since he was 18 months old... He was thrown out of several schools... Things became 
pretty bad at about age 9½ … Nothing seemed to work, nothing. ... Today he is a straight A 
student and his behavior problems are minimal (but not trivial). ... Sorry, no control subjects, no 
double blind, no defined independent variables (actually there are two: chess and age). 
Nonetheless, I think that the great improvements we have seen are, to a large extent, due to chess.” 
[36], [38] 
Chess is one of the most meaningful things I’ve ever seen enter this school system.—Dee Estelle 
Alpert I want to see chess introduced into the curriculum, right alongside math, music, and art.— 
Oscar Shapiro [27] 
 
CONCLUSION 
At the 40th World Chess Congress in 1969, Dr. Hans Klaus, Dean of the School of Philosophy at 
Humboldt University in Berlin, commented upon the chess studies completed in Germany: “Chess 
helps any human being to elaborate exact methods of thinking. It would be particularly useful to 
start playing chess from the early school days…Everybody prefers to learn something while playing 
rather than to learn it formally…it produces in our children an improvement in their school 
achievements. Those children who received systematic instructions in chess improved their school 
efficiency in different subjects, in contrast with those who did not receive that kind of instruction.” 
[22] 
Because of the overwhelming research demonstrating the benefits of chess and because of the brain 
research theorizing the growth of dendrites, chess should be integrated into the school curriculum at 
the primary level. 
Chess is a new way of solving the old problem of poor education. From the streets of Harlem to 
Venezuela’s public schools the sport of kings has been implemented as an effective tool for 
teaching students to utilize their higher order thinking skills and to strive to overcome personal 
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problems to reach their full potential. In light of these facts it is not unreasonable to imagine chess 
as a broader part of schools in America. Chess could very well be one of the missing components 
for America to regain its place at the top for educating its young people. 
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WHY SHOULD YOU PLAY CHESS? WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? 
Source: http://library.advanced.org/10746/reasons.html 
• Chess is a game for people of all ages. You can learn to play at any age and in chess, unlike in 

many other sports, you don’t ever have to retire. Age is also not a factor when you’re looking for 
an opponent young can play old and old can play young. Chess develops memory. The chess 
theory is complicated and many players memorize different opening variations. You will also 
learn to recognize various patterns and remember lengthy variations. 

• Chess improves concentration. During the game you are focused on only one main goal to 
checkmate and become the victor. 

• Chess develops logical thinking. Chess requires some understanding of logical strategy. For 
example, you will know that it is important to bring your pieces out into the game at the 
beginning, to keep your king safe at all times, not to make big weaknesses in your position and 
not to blunder your pieces away for free. (Although you will find yourself doing that 
occasionally through your chess career. Mistakes are inevitable and chess, like life, is a never-
ending learning process.) 

• Chess promotes imagination and creativity. It encourages you to be inventive. There are an 
indefinite amount of beautiful combinations yet to be constructed. 
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• Chess teaches independence. You are forced to make important decisions influenced only by 

your own judgment. 
• Chess develops the capability to predict and foresee consequences of actions. It teaches you to 

look both ways before crossing the street. 
• Chess inspires self-motivation. It encourages the search of the best move, the best plan, and the 

most beautiful continuation out of the endless possibilities. It encourages the everlasting aim 
towards progress, always steering to ignite the flame of victory. 

• Chess shows that success rewards hard work. The more you practice, the better you’ll become. 
You should be ready to lose and learn from your mistakes. One of the greatest players ever, 
Capablanca said, “You may learn much more from a game you lose than from a game you win. 
You will have to lose hundreds of games before becoming a good player.” 

• Chess and Science. Chess develops the scientific way of thinking. While playing, you generate 
numerous variations in your mind. You explore new ideas, try to predict their outcomes and 
interpret surprising revelations. You decide on a hypothesis, and then you make your move and 
test it. 

• Chess and Technology. What do chess players do during the game? Just like computers they 
engage in a search for the better move in a limited amount of time. What are you doing right 
now? You are using a computer as a tool for learning. 

• Chess and Mathematics. You don’t have to be a genius to figure this one out. Chess involves an 
infinite number of calculations, anything from counting the number of attackers and defenders in 
the event of a simple exchange to calculating lengthy continuations. And you use your head to 
calculate, not some little machine. 

• Chess and Research. There are millions of chess resources out there for every aspect of the 
game. You can even collect your own chess library. In life, is it important to know how to find, 
organize and use boundless amounts of information. Chess gives you a perfect example and 
opportunity to do just that. 

• Chess and Art. In the Great Soviet Encyclopedia chess is defined as “an art appearing in the 
form of a game.” If you thought you could never be an artist, chess proves you wrong. Chess 
enables the artist hiding within you to come out. Your imagination will run wild with endless 
possibilities on the 64 squares. You will paint pictures in your mind of ideal positions and 
perfect outposts for your soldiers. As a chess artist you will have an original style and 
personality. 

• Chess and Psychology. Chess is a test of patience, nerves, will power and concentration. It 
enhances your ability to interact with other people. It tests your sportsmanship in a competitive 
environment. 

• Chess improves schoolwork and grades. Numerous studies have proven that kids obtain a higher 
reading level, math level and a greater learning ability overall as a result of playing chess. For all 
those reasons mentioned above and more, chess playing kids do better at school and therefore 
have a better chance to succeed in life. 

• Chess opens up the world for you. You don’t need to be a high ranked player to enter big 
important competitions. Even tournaments such as the US Open and the World Open welcome 
players of all strengths. Chess provides you with plenty of opportunities to travel not only all 
around the country but also around the world. Chess is a universal language and you can 
communicate with anyone over the checkered plain. 

• Chess enables you to meet many interesting people. You will make life-long friendships with 
people you meet through chess. 

• Chess is cheap. You don’t need big fancy equipment to play chess. In fact, all you may need is 
your computer! (And we really hope you have one of those, or else something fishy is going on  
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here.) It is also good to have a chess set at home to practice with family members, to take to a 
friend’s house or even to your local neighborhood park to get everyone interested in the game. 

• CHESS IS FUN! Dude, this isn’t just another one of those board games. No chess game ever 
repeats itself, which means you create more and more new ideas each game. It never gets boring. 
You always have so much to look forward to. Every game you are the general of an army and 
you alone decide the destiny of your soldiers. You can sacrifice them, trade them, pin them, fork 
them, lose them, defend them, or order them to break through any barriers and surround the 
enemy king. You’ve got the power! 

 
To summarize everything in three little words—Chess is Everything! 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For additional information about the studies reviewed in this summary, please contact the United 
States Chess Federation by calling 914-562-8350 or by writing to: 

U.S. Chess 
3054 NYS Route 9W 

New Windsor, NY 12553 
The USCF web page address is http://www.uschess.org 

For a list of research available from the USCF: http://uschess.org/scholastic/sc-research.html 
For a manual and/or a CD ROM on Developing Higher Order Thinking Skills Through Chess, a 

Pennsylvania State Department of Education approved course, contact the American Chess School 
at 140 School Street, Bradford, PA 16701 or e-mail amchess@penn.com. 

 
 
6) – Proposal for a center for the study of Chess an education in the university of Texas at 

Dallas. James Stallings 
 
 
Center for the Study of Chess and Education, The University of Texas at Dallas. James Stallings. 
  
I am unable to come to this Congress because I am giving a presentation on Chess and Education at 
the 10th Sports for All Congress that is being held in Roma in November. I am sending the 
Associate Director of the Chess Program, James Stallings, in my place. My university schedule only 
allows me to go to one international meeting each semester. It’s an academic conference. We 
(FIDE) was invited to present. I’ll be talking about chess and educatio. It seemed appropriate for me 
to do this since they wished to have people with academic titles. 
  
  
7) - FROM VALLE D’AOSTA (ITALY) 
 
Mr. Agostino Scalfi, President of the Regional Committee of Valle d’Aosta has organized, in five 
schools of his Region, an yearly lessons for teaching chess to the pupils. The schools are in: Monte 
Cervino, 1, Monte Cervino 2, Pont Saint Martin, Saint Vincent (2). 
Chatillon (2 schools). 
Moreover Agostino Scalfi and his organization settled up the following tournaments for junirs: at 
Arvier Giochi Sportivi Studenteschi  on 30 April, U16 Tournament at Saint Vincent in May. Many 
thanks to him. 
 
The same has been organized by Franco Pedrazzini in one city of Province of Lodi (Italy). 
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7) – AJEDREZ 1st, 2nd, 3rd

 Autores: 
 José C. Rial Bermudez 
 Roberto Paramos Dominguez 
 Editor: JE Edition 
 
At the end of december 2003 I received  one e-mail from Fide secretariat that forward one e-mail 
sended to my attention that a new editorial group ìnforms Fide that they are working on a project  
on chess in schools and thay have just pinted  “Ajedrez primer grado”, the first of ten books  being 
composed  of ten books  dealing on educational project “Ajedrez en la escuela” .  Following my 
request to send more news on this project to me, few days ago, they has sended  the first one book  
with the title “Ajedrez primer grado”. 
 
From the introduction  of it: 
 
Estimado lector, 
 
¿Es la primera vez que estas delante de un libro de ajedrez? ¿ Crees que es difficil o un poco 
aburrido? Bien , tratareos de sorprenderte para que pronto cambies de opinion. 
 
Ajedrez  en la Escuela , es un proyecto educativo de diez grados que pretende  enfocar el ajedrez 
de una forma lùdica y formativa, bajo el lema “aprender a pensar”. 
 
El primer  grado en ajedrez  contiene; veinte  unidades didàcticas  de fàcil comprensiòn, 
introducidas por un dibujo seguidas da un texto rxplicativo y terminando con unas questiones de 
evaluaciòn. 
 
Los contenidos  se dividen en dos grandes bloques: 
a) nidades  didàcticas -: 
 En la primera parte, aprenderemos las reglas baàsicas del jeugo, ed decir, las herramientas 

necesarias para poder jugar “legalmente” una partida de ajedrez. 
b)  unidades  pràcticas 13-19:  
 En la segunda parte, psentaremos varias técnicas para mejorar el nivel, y asì, poder 

“ganar” la primera partida. 
 
Pero no todo ul mundo,tiene la misma ilusiòn en aprender  o las mismas  cualidades, asì que nos 
permitiremos  daros algunos consejos: 
 
* Si cursas estudios  de primaria, acabas se empezar  la carriera por lo que deberias  ir paso a 

paso, sin precipitaciones. 
* Si has llegado a Secundaria, podrias comrnzar por la prurba de Evaluaciòn ntermedia para 

comprobar  tu cultura ajedrecista. 
* Sy ya estas en Bachillerato, te recomandamos  responder en primer lugar a las cuestiones  

de cada unidad, porque seguramente, superaràs con exito la mayoria. 
* Si cres universitario, y no dispones de mucha energia, leer los consejos de cada explicaciòn 

es el mejor camino parapara motivarse. 
* Si eres un trabajador incansable, y las energias andan justas, la prueba  de Evaluaciòn Final 

puede  ser ese pequeño empujiòn para dar el paso. 
• Si pasaste esas etapas y dispones  de mucho tiempo libre, el ejercicio mental serà muy útil  
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para no perder facultades e incluso  ¡mejorarlas!, asì que, decide tù mismo  como descubrir  
el fascinante mundo  de las 64 casillas. 

 
La experiencia nos dice jugar y ganar serà el mayor estimulo , sobretodo si lo consguimos sobre 
nuestros seres màs cercanos, pero no debéis  olvidar “que pierde el que comete  el ùltimo error”, 
por esos proponemos que a través de la reflexion ajedrecistica mejoreis las tareas cotidianas, 
seguro que obtenéis mayor recompensa. 
 
Ya conocéis las infinita posibilidades que ofrece Internet, asì que us esperamos en la web 
www.jredition.com para escuchar  sugerencias, ampliar conocimientos  o simplemente  jugar una 
partidita on-line. 
 
Para el profesor de ajedrez sòlo recordarle que no desespere “en rste fificil y largo camino. . . “ A 
todos, bienvenidos al maravilloso universo del ajesrez, deporte, arte y ciebcia. 
 

Gens una Sumus 
 

Our best wishes to the Autor and to the Editor for this important iniziative. 
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