Augusto De Muro, the unquestionable President of FIDE (1939-1946) /
Buenos Aires headquarters of the world entity from 1939 to 1946

By Sergio Ernesto Negri & Juan Sebastián Morgado
 
Chaired by Mr. Willy Iclicki, and with the assistance of members Mr. Casto Abundo, Mr. Andrzej Filipowicz and Mr. Berik Balgabaev, the FIDE Historical Committee invited numerous delegates and personalities to a ZOOM meeting on December 7, 2021, which was part of the Congress Virtual de FIDE 2021. More than 30 people participated, among them the Argentines Ing. Mario Petrucci, president of  Argentine Chess Federation (FADA),  and those who signed this note.

In this framework, the first item on the Agenda was analyzed, the proposal made by the FADA in order to recognize the decisions that were made in the FIDE Congress and Assembly in their meetings in Buenos Aires 1939, in the context of the Tournament of Nations and the Women's World Championship.

The Argentine position (Document I) was presented and was favorably received by the Chairman of the Committee. Members of the meeting requested access to the documentation mentioned in the exhibition, which it is shared now. Furthermore, a document is presented for the knowledge of those interested in the subject (Document II).

The next step will be the submission for consideration by the next FIDE Assembly, which is expected to take place in the course of 2022, the year in which the hundredth anniversary of the foundation of FADA  will be celebrated.

1939’s Decisions  

We trust that we are closer to the definitive recognition of two circumstances that were forgotten and denied: the appointment of the Argentine Mr. Augusto de Muro as President of FIDE and that of Buenos Aires as the headquarters of the entity, in both cases provisionally, which It happened in 1939 and was valid until the new Congress of the entity held in 1946. In 1939 three historical events took place in Buenos Aires: the Tournament of Nations, the Women's World Championship and the XVI FIDE Congress which, in the context of the declaration of World War II, made two crucial decisions that would be operational until next Congress:

1. Temporarily move its headquarters to Buenos Aires;
2. Appoint the Argentine Mr. Augusto De Muro –President of FADA– as President of FIDE, appointing Mr. Alexander Rueb as Honorary President;

The 4th session of the FIDE Congress was held on September 18, 1939. The aforementioned proposals were formulated by Dr. Luis Oscar Boettner, representative of Paraguay, doing so on behalf of his country and of Uruguay, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile, Peru, Costa Rica and Guatemala. They were supported by the delegate of Denmark and had no votes against, registering four abstentions.

The Closing Assembly of the Tournament of Nations, which took place on Tuesday, September 19, 1939, starting at 11:30 am, chaired by the Uruguayan delegate and in the absence of Mr. Rueb, ratified the decisions of the Congress. In this framework, the appointment of Mr. De Muro as head of FIDE was formalized, with the unanimous support of the representatives of the following countries: Uruguay, Chile, Paraguay, Lithuania, Poland, Bolivia, Canada, France, Germany, Bohemia and Moravia, Hungary, Estonia, Peru, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemala and Ecuador, plus the presence of Miss Mary Karff from the United States of America; and with the sole abstention of Argentina.

Mr. Rueb argued that these resolutions were resolved without being on the agenda. But the delegates considered, and this is evidenced in the history of the institution, that Congress is sovereign and could legally approve solutions to unforeseen problems: World War II had already been declared and, in these emergency conditions, Congress could and should take steps to safeguard FIDE's interests. (See addendum 2 Booklet of the XVI FIDE Congress edited by FADA in may, 1940)

Rueb, De Muro and Portela

Mr. Rueb never accepted the decision of Congress: he considered these decisions as a "coup d'état", but it could be better considered that it was actually the outgoing President who did not respect a decision made by the Assembly, the institution's highest and sovereign authority.

On the other hand, in Argentina, the correspondent of the newspaper La Nación and Argentine delegate to the FIDE Congress in 1928, Mr. Carlos Portela, had already expressed that Mr. Augusto De Muro was on his agenda and was recognized by him as the current President of FIDE in July of 1946. Let's see the full text of his article (in Spanish):

▓ Será reorganizada la entidad directora del ajedrez mundial. Caducas todas las autoridades de la FIDE, por imperio de su propio estatuto, y en la necesidad de retomar la dirección del ajedrez mundial unánimemente reclamada, el Dr. Rueb, activo expresidente por varios períodos, ha decidido convocar a las federaciones afiliadas tomando por base las que han ratificado su adhesión, y las adheridas hasta 1940. A tal efecto, y a invitación de la Federación Suiza, va a reunirse en Winterthur el XVII Congreso de la FIDE. Ya Don Augusto De Muro expresó en repetidas ocasiones su deseo que fuera precisamente Rueb, por su acción constante y sus prestigios, quien tomara tal iniciativa, reiterándolo con motivo de la vacancia del título mundial tras el fallecimiento de Alekhine. Como se recordará, el señor De Muro, a la sazón presidente de la FADA, fue elegido presidente de la FIDE por el Congreso celebrado en Buenos Aires, 1939, en ocasión del Torneo de las Naciones, cargo que decidió aceptar en atención a los acontecimientos que envolvieron al mundo, entendiendo que la sede de la FIDE no podía hallarse tan alejada de los centros ajedrecísticos más importantes del orbe. 
[bookmark: m_-3336099142298105092__ftnref1]La terminación de la guerra y la situación de las autoridades de la FIDE, cuyos mandatos han caducado, acentuaron la urgencia de resolver ese estado de cosas, entre las que tiene particular importancia el asunto del Campeonato del Mundo, que debe lógicamente ser dirigido y organizado por la FIDE, como lo ha sostenido reiteradamente La Nación.[footnoteRef:1] (See Addendum 3, Alekhine’s letters to FADA) [1:  Carlos Portela, La Nación, July 12, 1946. Mr. Portela was one of the promoters of the elimination of the distinction between amateurs and professionals. Report presented by Grau: The 1928 FIDE Congress was closed, and the Argentine delegate Mr. Carlos Portela once again stood out when dealing with the matter of professionalism, managing to make the German and British theses triumph that maintains that it is impossible to make an exact classification between amateurs and professionals. Consequently, FIDE will not consider in the future distinctions between the two, and differences will only be established in terms of capacity, the only ones possible to identify. Most of the players have left for Germany in order to attend the big tournament that will take place with the participation of Capablanca in Bad Kissingen. [Special, Roberto Grau, La Nación, August 6, 1928].] 


Summary of Portela’s article in La Nación:
1) The governing body of world chess will be reorganized. All the authorities of FIDE have expired, and in the need to resume the direction, Mr. Rueb, has decided to accept the invitation of the Swiss Federation to host the XVII FIDE Congress in Winterthur,
2) Already Mr. Augusto De Muro repeatedly expressed his wish that it was precisely Mr. Rueb, who would take such an initiative. As will be remembered, Mr. De Muro, then president of FADA, was elected president of FIDE by the Congress held in Buenos Aires, 1939, on the occasion of the Tournament of Nations, a position he decided to accept in response to the events that enveloped the world. 

Documentary evidence

In addition, the current President of the FIDE History Committee, Mr. Willy Iclicki, found a document in the archives in which Mr. Rueb suspended the operation of FIDE from 1940, but without communicating it to the federations of the countries: that is why Mr. De Muro continued develoum1ping some activities in that condition, according to the mandate conferred in September 1939 in Buenos Aires. [See Addendum 1 FIDE documents and Grau’s text of may 18, 1940, in newspaper ¡Aquí Está!]

There is abundant documentation, disseminated in journalistic investigations, both in Argentina and abroad, including those carried out by Sergio Negri and Juan Morgado, which are available to the members of the FIDE History Committee and the international community in general, which was brought to the attention of Mr. Iclicki, whom we thank for his willingness to clarify what exactly happened at that time.
Today, a historical truth that was hidden for too long is closer to being recognized, especially that, with the elements provided and after consulting the FIDE archives, it is becoming clear that Rueb's position after the 1939 Buenos Aires Congress was not it was consistent, for what Mr. De Muro had validly assumed as the highest authority of the entity, in a fact that must be definitively consecrated. (See Addendum 5)

There is much evidence that Mr. De Muro was, after his legitimate appointment, recognized as President of FIDE by actors in the world chess community, important media and books by researchers from various countries:

a) Letter from the Designated Vice President of FIDE to Mr. De Muro from the American Mr. M. S. Kuhns dated September 26, 1939  (See Addendum 4)
b) Letters from world champion Mr. Alexander Alekhine to Mr. De Muro dated October 26 and 28, 1939, included in the FADA Bulletin
c) Numerous articles have been published in newspapers (La Nación, La Prensa, The Buenos Aires Herald), magazines (El Ajedrez Americano) and books (Pawns in a greater game, Justin Corfield; El impresionante Torneo de las Naciones 1939 (The impressive Tournament of Nations 1939), Juan Morgado; La generación pionera 1924-1939 (The generation pioneer 1924-1939), Sergio Negri and Enrique Arguiñariz; Remember 1939, José Copié; El Ajedrez en Perú (Chess in Peru), Felipe Pinzón Solís (member of the Peruvian national team in 1939)
d) Record that as President of FIDE, Mr. De Muro inaugurated the 1941 Mar del Plata Tournament (triumph of Mr. Gideon Ståhlberg, ahead of Mr. Miguel Najdorf and Mr. Erich Eliskases, in the presence of notorious chess players from all over the world)
e) Certified the 40 simultaneous blindfolded games that Mr. Miguel Najdorf played in Rosario, 1940, appointing Mr. Vicente Pomponio as referee, a session that represented at that time a world record that was not later recognized
f) Various interviews in the media, for example the one he did on Radio Rivadavia in December 1945
g) Mr. De Muro attended the inauguration of the II Tournament in Memory of Roberto Grau (FIDE founder chess player who had died the previous year) at the Círculo de Ajedrez de Buenos Aires (an important local chess-club) in 1945

Conclusions on the effective assumption of the presidency by Mr. De Muro

It could be concluded saying that, by decision of the FIDE Congress of 1939, endorsed by the Assembly:
1. Mr. De Muro was appointed Provisional President of FIDE, a position that corresponded temporarily between September 1939 and 1946, the date of the following Congress
2. The city of Buenos Aires was provisionally designated the headquarters of FIDE for the same period

To date, both episodes have been the subject of what we call "historical surgery" which, in homage to the truth, must be reviewed and reversed, acknowledging facts that had real entity and legal value, in a decision adopted in the extremely difficult emergency conditions in that the world was experiencing in 1939 when, at the same time as the Tournament of Nations and the Women's World Championship, the Second World War began in Europe.

The next FIDE Congress was held seven years later, between July 25 and 27, 1946 in Winterthur (Switzerland), where only 9 delegates attended, in the absence of all the Latin American delegations. There Mr. Rueb was once again appointed President of FIDE without referring to the corresponding transfer of command —from Mr. De Muro to Mr. Rueb— and resuming the mandate as indicated by the well-known historical line of time, assuming the presidential period 1924-1946 without interruptions, which clearly it does not adjust to what really happened and ignoring the decisions adopted by the previous Congress of the entity held in Buenos Aires 1939.

Let us remember that Mr. Erwin Voellmy stated that: "during the war period, no European Federation made contributions to the entity, with the exception of Denmark, so FIDE had practically ceased to exist". Also, who was a Swiss delegate in several Congresses, pointed out that FIDE did not hold congresses from 1940 to 1945. In this European perspective, which does not seem to consider what was done in the American continent by the President of the legal FIDE, Mr. Augusto de Muro, the supposed mandate that Mr. Rueb would have had should cease immediately from that year of 1940. 

In this line of analysis the historian Mr. Edward Winter coined the term "interregnum" to refer to FIDE's actions during the armed conflict, denoting its inaction, but that is worth, we insist, only from a perspective focused on a Europe that was the central stage of the world conflict, but not considering what was done in America since the representation of the world entity as decided in 1939.

Therefore, it is fitting that Mr. Augusto De Muro be included as President of FIDE for the period 1939/1946. Before and after, in the gallery of former Presidents of the entity, Mr. Alexander Rueb must appear. In this way, a historical fact will be recognized that we have called, alluding to the Argentine, "the unqustionable President of FIDE” 
 
FIDE America and FADA's centenary

The current FADA Board of Directors led by Mr. Mario Petrucci, after 82 years rescues from oblivion the decisions made by the FIDE Congress of 1939, vindicating the chess of the country and the continent and the historical truth.

We are on the eve, so we hope, that the world entity finally recognizes historical events that occurred in a corner of the south back in 1939. At that time, Argentina, and several countries of the American continent, were a place of contention and the possibility of rebuild their lives for so many European chess players who were unable to return to their homes. At that time, Buenos Aires offered to be the provisional host of a world entity that could run the risk of losing its headquarters. At that time the Argentine Mr. Augusto De Muro was able to take over from Mr. Alexander Rueb, faced with the uncertainty of what was to come.

Faced with the healthy decision of FADA and FIDE-AMÉRICA (which formally adhered to the Argentine proposal) to promote the recognition of these facts and open the stage for FIDE to end up recognizing an undoubted historical truth that was kept hidden for too long, we end up just expressing: Congratulations! Once again we are being faithful to the motto of our world entity: Gens una sumus!



DOCUMENT I: POSITION PRESENTED BY NEGRI & MORGADO, ON REPRESENTATION OF ARGENTINA, BEFORE THE FIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE ON DECEMBER 7, 2021

“THE MISSING PRESIDENT” (MR. AUGUSTO DE MURO) AND BUENOS AIRES PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF FIDE (FROM 1939 TO 1946)

In 1939, three historical events took place in Buenos Aires: the Tournament of Nations, the women's world championship and the XVI FIDE Congress which, in the context of the declaration of World War II, made two decisions:
1. Provisionally move its headquarters to Buenos Aires
2. Appoint the Argentine Mr. Augusto De Muro as President of the organization (appointing Mr. Alexander Rueb as Honorary President)
These decisions were to operate until the next FIDE Congress.
The 1939 FIDE Congress was issued in its fourth session on September 18, 1939.
The aforementioned proposals were formulated by Dr. Luis Oscar Boettner, representative of Paraguay, doing so on behalf of the Federation of his country and of Uruguay, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile, Peru, Costa Rica and Guatemala. It was endorsed by the delegate of Denmark. And it did not deserve any rejection.
The Closing Assembly of the Tournament of Nations, which took place on Tuesday, September 19, 1939 starting at 11:30 am, presided over by the delegate of Uruguay, and with the absence of Mr. Rueb, ratified the decisions of the Congress.
De Muro's appointment was then formalized with the unanimous support of Uruguay, Chile, Paraguay, Lithuania, Poland, Bolivia, Canada, France, Germany, Bohemia and Moravia, Hungary, Estonia, Peru, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemala and Ecuador, plus the presence of Miss Mary Karff from the USA; and with the sole abstention of Argentina.
Some final considerations:
It was stated that the issue was resolved without it being on the agenda. But Congress is sovereign so it could legally introduce unforeseen issues. In addition, the Second World War was supervening at the time of its convocation (it was declared on September 1st. 1939 while the Buenos Aires tournaments were being played). Under these conditions, the Congress could and should take measures to safeguard the interests of the FIDE.
Mr. Rueb never accepted the congressional decision. He considered it a "coup d'état" when what could well be considered is that the outgoing President did not respect a decision taken by the sovereign authority of the institution.
There is journalistic documentation and research, both in Argentina and abroad, including those made by Negri and Morgado that are available to the members of the FIDE History Committee and the international community in general, which were brought to Mr. Willy Iclicki, to whom we thank very much for his attention and good disposition, which are explicit about what happened on that occasion.
Mr. Iclicki thoroughly consulted the FIDE archive and we understand that he came to the conclusion that Mr. Rueb's position on this point was not consistent and that Mr. De Muro had indeed validly assumed the FIDE presidency.
There are documents that prove that Mr. De Muro was recognized as FIDE President, including the letter from designated FIDE Vice President Mr. M. S. Kuhns dated September 26, 1939, and letters from world champion Alexander Alekhine to Mr. De Muro dated October 26 and 28, 1939.
In practice, however, his role was limited to the South American sphere. There are numerous journalistic articles in newspapers (La Nación, La Prensa, Buenos Aires Herald), magazines (El Ajedrez Americano) and books (Pawns in a greater game, Corfield; El impresionante Torneo de las Naciones 1939, Morgado; La generación pionera 1924- 1939, Negri and Arguiñariz; Remember 1939, Copié; El Ajedrez en Perú, Felipe Pinzón Solís, member of the Peruvian team in 1939). (See Addendum 6)
Detail of this action:
a) De Muro inaugurated the Mar del Plata 1941 Tournament in his capacity as President of FIDE and FADA 
b) He endorsed as FIDE President the 40 blind simultaneous that Miguel Najdorf played in Rosario, Argentine
c) Acting as president of FIDE, he was reported on Radio Rivadavia in December 1945
d) He attended the inauguration of the II Tournament in Memory of Roberto Grau in El Círculo in 1945
In conclusion, it could be said that, by decision of the 1939 FIDE Congress (endorsed by the Assembly):
1. De Muro was designated Provisional President of FIDE, a position that corresponded to him temporarily between September 1939 and 1946 (date of the next Congress of the entity)
2. The city of Buenos Aires was provisionally designated in the same period as the headquarters of FIDE
Both episodes have been object, to date, of a "historical surgery" that, in homage to the truth, must be reviewed, recognizing facts that were real and the product of decisions taken in legal form.
At the FIDE Congress held between July 25 and 27, 1946 in Winterthur, Switzerland without the presence of the Argentine delegation, or any other Latin American, Mr. Rueb was again appointed President of the Federation, resuming the mandate as is marked by the known historical line of facts.
We are very grateful to Mr. Petrucci, the first President of FADA to rescue the issue from oblivion, promoting the respective historical vindication; to FIDE-AMÉRICA, for having endorsed the initiative, and to the FIDE authorities for having opened the respective institutional investigation which, we trust, will lead to full future recognition of these episodes that occurred within the framework of the Good Nations Tournament of Buenos Aires, in 1939. 
Sources (in English):
The day FIDE temporarily moved to Buenos Aires and Mr. Augusto De Muro was elected its President: Closer to the recognition by the world entity of a historical truth, by Negri & Morgado, at  https://wordpress.com/post/ajedrezlatitudsur.wordpress.com/10525
The day FIDE temporarily moved to Buenos Aires and Mr. Augusto De Muro was elected its President, by Negr & Morgado, at https://wordpress.com/post/ajedrezlatitudsur.wordpress.com/11462
Sources (in Spanish):

El día en que la FIDE se muda provisoriamente a Buenos Aires, por Negri y Morgado, en  https://ajedrezlatitudsur.wordpress.com/2021/04/09/el-dia-en-que-la-fide-se-muda-provisoriamente-a-buenos-aires/  y  https://es.chessbase.com/post/el-dia-en-que-la-FIDE-se-muda-previsoriamente-a-buenos-aires-articulo-por-sergio-negri-y-juan-morgado.

El día en que la FIDE se muda provisoriamente a Buenos Aires, addenda (postdata), por Negri y Morgado, en https://ajedrezlatitudsur.wordpress.com/2021/04/23/el-dia/ y  https://es.chessbase.com/post/postdata-articulo-el-dia-que-lafide-se-muda-provisoriamente-a-buenos-aires.  




Addendum 1
Pages 13, 14 and 15 of the minutes of the FIDE Archive written by Mr. Rueb where he reports on the proposal "of the 8" and the reasons why he rejects it. (Document presented by Mr. Willy Iclicki). Article by Grau, may 18th, 1940 in ¡Aquí Está!
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Durísimo ataque de Grau a Rueb

El doctor Rueb pretende crear un cisma en el ajedrez mundial: no se resigna a que sea Buenos Aires la sede del ajedrez mundial. Por unanimidad de votos, y premiando el esfuerzo más extraordinario de la historia del ajedrez, Buenos Aires fue elegida como nueva sede de la FIDE y el señor Augusto De Muro su presidente. Pero apenas regresó a Europa, el doctor Rueb negó legalidad a la resolución de marras, y pese a todas las federaciones del mundo, proclamóse único y verdadero presidente. Al iniciarse la disputa del Torneo de las Naciones, el doctor Rueb dirigió la palabra a los aficionados argentinos, única tarea que se ha reservado cada dos años, cuando hace turismo en compañía de su esposa. El hombre suele identificarse con sus esfuerzos. Cobra cariño a sus actividades, y si es director deportivo, a menudo se olvida de que ejerce un mandato y que sólo es representante de la voluntad de quienes lo designaron. Esto ha sucedido hasta la saciedad, y ésta es la causa por la cual notables directores de federaciones y de clubs, que en la primera hora fueron elementos indispensables para el triunfo, fracasan lamentablemente más tarde, y deben ser desalojados violentamente de los puestos que consideran como un bien propio. La FIDE fue durante muchos años ejemplo cabal de esto. Elegido presidente de la misma en el Congreso de París de 1925, el doctor Rueb, con el voto de todos los que tuvimos la fortuna de fundar la FIDE, fue el representante de Holanda un eficaz continuador de la obra iniciada. Se convirtió en el nervio de la misma, y su tino fue aplaudido en más de una oportunidad. Pero fue perdiendo poco a poco la visión de los problemas fundamentales. Dirigía la administración de la FIDE desde su hogar y nunca hubo un orden en la misma, ni un archivo que guardara la verdadera historia de la FIDE.
La FIDE eran él mismo y su memoria, y los problemas fundamentales del ajedrez mundial, entre ellos el campeonato, nunca fueron tratados con la energía y la autoridad necesarias. El doctor Rueb no podía hacer esto por dos cosas. Primero, por su falta de relación con la mayoría de los maestros. Después, por su vinculación con el doctor Euwe, que fue siempre en realidad el defensor de sus actitudes. Euwe es el Papa negro de la FIDE. Fue eficaz mientras figuró entre los aspirantes al título; resultó peligroso cuando se sumó a la lista de los interesados en su disputa. Los Congresos de la FIDE se realizaron siempre durante la disputa de los Torneos de las Naciones, pero el orden del día para los mismos, así como la designación de autoridades, se efectuaban en pequeñas reuniones que realizaban en alguna ciudad europea los miembros del comité ejecutivo y algunos delegados que recibían poderes para actuar en los mismos. 
De esta forma se escamoteaba a los grandes congresos la posibilidad de remover la mesa directiva, y de encarar asuntos de real importancia, como juzgar actitudes y eficiencias. El doctor Rueb se convirtió, poco a poco, en el dictador de la FIDE, y en un viajero que todos los años se hacía pagar los gastos de su esposa para actuar en los congresos, que debían tratar tontas órdenes del día e inaugurar solemnemente los grandes torneos por equipos, única actividad eficaz de la FIDE: era necesario terminar con un estado de cosas tan anormal. Rueb había convertido a la presidencia de la FIDE en un bien propio, en los debates hacía respetar la orden del día cuando le convenía, e incorporaba asuntos cuando éstos eran propiciados por él o por la Federación Suiza, que lo seguía fielmente. De hecho, el tesorero de la FIDE a perpetuidad, el señor Nicolet, era uno de sus miembros. Así lo entendieron en Buenos Aires los delegados, que, extrañados ante la forma de conducir los debates, la ausencia de un programa y la carencia de datos concretos sobre la administración de la FIDE, agregados al problema del momento planteado por la guerra, –que habría de agravar esta inercia– resolvieron designar sede provisoria de la FIDE a Buenos Aires, por su gran alejamiento del conflicto; y al presidente de la FADA, don Augusto De Muro, presidente de la FIDE, premiando así su esfuerzo más extraordinario que registra la historia del ajedrez mundial en todo su desarrollo. La resolución se adoptó por absoluta unanimidad de votos. Hubo alguna abstención, que en la reunión final de la clausura del congreso, desapareció, pues el acta fue firmada por todos los delegados.
Quiere decir que había un acuerdo perfecto y que era evidente el deseo de separar al doctor Rueb del puesto que él conservaba por haber siempre escamoteado la consideración de sus actos, y haber resuelto que las reelecciones no se efectuaran en los grandes congresos a que dan lugar los Torneos de las Naciones. Pero el doctor Rueb no se resignó, y una vez en Europa, se dedicó a escribir cartas negando la legalidad de la resolución de Buenos Aires, y proclamándose único y verdadero presidente de la FIDE, mal que le pese a todas las federaciones del mundo. Es una postura pueril y un tanto ridícula, pero que podría dañar al ajedrez del mundo, ya que no faltarían algunas federaciones que prefirieran alejarse hasta tanto el conflicto se resuelva. Pero la guerra ha evitado esto, y hasta el momento sólo dos federaciones del mundo, la de Costa Rica y la de Suiza, parecen apoyar al doctor Rueb en su actitud. La primera, sin duda, por estar mal informada del problema, y la segunda, porque el señor Nicolet se niega a entregar los pesos que se encuentran en su poder y el cargo que el presidente derrocado le asignó, también a perpetuidad. Es un asunto desdichado, que puede llevar a conmover las bases de la FIDE, por la dificultad que existe en aclararlo y por la gran confusión de la situación mundial. Y que por primera vez ve la luz pública ante la campaña un tanto turbia del bueno del doctor Rueb, autopresidente de la FIDE, que no se resigna a la realidad. [Roberto Grau, ¡Aquí Está!, 18 de mayo de 1940]   

Summary of Grau’s article

Dr. Rueb intends to create a schism in world chess: he is not resigned to Buenos Aires being the seat of world chess. By unanimous vote, and rewarding the most extraordinary effort in the history of chess, Buenos Aires was chosen as the new headquarters of FIDE and Mr. Augusto De Muro its president. But as soon as he returned to Europe, Dr. Rueb denied legality to the aforementioned resolution, and despite all the federations in the world, he proclaimed himself the only true president. (…)
The FIDE Congresses were always held during the Nations Tournament dispute, but the agenda for them, as well as the designation of authorities, were carried out in small meetings held in some European city by the members of the executive committee, and some delegates who received powers to act in them.
In this way, the possibility of removing the board of directors, and of dealing with matters of real importance, such as judging attitudes and efficiencies, was hidden from the great congresses. Dr. Rueb became, little by little, the dictator of FIDE (…):  it was necessary to put an end to such an abnormal state of affairs. (…)
This is how the delegates understood it in Buenos Aires, who, surprised at the way the debates were conducted, the absence of a program and the lack of concrete data on the administration of FIDE, added to the problem of the moment posed by the war, –which would have to aggravate this inertia– they decided to designate FIDE's temporary headquarters in Buenos Aires, due to its great distance from the conflict; and the president of FADA, Mr. Augusto De Muro, president of FIDE, thus rewarding his most extraordinary effort that records the history of world chess in all its development. The resolution was adopted by absolute unanimous vote. There was some abstention, which disappeared at the final closing meeting of the congress, since the minutes were signed by all the delegates.
It means that there was a perfect agreement and that it was evident the desire to remove Dr. Rueb from the position that he held for having always hidden the consideration of his actions, and having resolved that re-elections should not be held in the great congresses to which they give rise. the Tournaments of Nations. But Dr. Rueb did not give up, and once in Europe, he dedicated himself to writing letters denying the legality of the Buenos Aires resolution, and proclaiming himself the only true president of FIDE, despite all the federations in the world. It is a puerile and somewhat ridiculous position, but one that could harm world chess, since there would be some federations that would prefer to stay away until the conflict is resolved. [Roberto Grau, ¡Aquí Está!, May 18, 1940] 



Addendum 2 (English, French)
Summaries Argentine version of the events developed in the three sessions of the XVI Congress of FIDE 1939. The differences between Mr. Rueb's version and this one can be appreciated. Mr. Rueb does not recognize the closing version where the federations unanimously vote on the resolutions.
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Addendum 3
Alekhine's letters of October 25 and 28
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Addendum 4
Letter from Mr. M. S. Kuhns, September 26, 1939
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Addendum 5
FIDE Board of Directors post XVI Congress, with Mr. De Muro as President.
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Addendum 6
Recognition of Mr. Augusto De Muro as President of FIDE in newspapers / FIDE temporarily moves to Buenos Aires. 
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El Diario, September 21, 1939; La Razón, September 16, 1939

Last session of the FIDE Congress
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La Nación, September 30, 1939






Mr. Alexander Rueb was present at the closing ceremony and participated in the award ceremony.
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La Nación, September 20, 1939 (3 press clippings)

















Mr. De Muro to the presidency
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La Argentina, September 21, 1939


Repercussions in Montevideo, Uruguay.
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El Diario (Montevideo), September 30, 1939



FIDE to Buenos Aires.
[image: Texto

Descripción generada automáticamente]
La Bandera, September 20, 1939

Grau on the transfer of the headquarters.
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Leoplán, October 11, 1939
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Durante una sesién del XVI Congreso
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Lacién el priéximo Congreso Intervacional
Pl delegado argenting, chor Lucano Long Vidal, manifests que s absten:
e por coneiderar que la mocién representaba un honor pura la Avgectina ¥,
e consecuencis, hucia ums cucstibn de delicadeza sl sbtenerse, pero. dejando,
constancia que comparta la opinién. de los propinices.

“Acto sepuido o delegado de Alen st por exerito su adbs
al proyesto presentudo por el Paraguay y en gl sertico lo formuld <l delegado
e Francia

Puesto 4 votacidn, fué aprobaco por unanimidad, @ excepcit
ciones de los delegados de fa Argentina y Letoni.

Finalizada la votacion ¢l delegaco. argentino sgeedece 2 la Asamblea por 1o
e acabsbi. de eancionar, tenjendo palabres de clogio pica el ceor Rucb, 4 quien
felicts por su designscién e presdente. honorario

T ese momento, el seor Rueh hito abandono de la Asambles, precisar
mete cusnda «f delegado del Pecd pedia la palabra.

De inmediato detignise presidente ad -hoc de la Asamblea 2l delegado del
Urnguay, sehor Misres, quien hizo proseguir Ia sesion dando a palsbra ol dele-
gado por Gustemsls, que la habia soliitado. Este manifestd que se lo enviasen
nokas @ los delegadoe ausentes, comunicdndoles las resoluciones tomadas en esta
cesén. Bl seior J. Rada, delegado del Pert, felct) 2 la Federacion Argentiva
de Ajecres, por Ia brilinte organizacién del certamen y pidid un voto en ¢l
sentido de que 3 Asamblea adhiera a sus manifestaciones. Por aclamicién
los sepresentaates de los paises presentes apoyaron al delegado pervan.

Se resclvié asimisma, citar & reion para mafena martes 19, a las 11 horas,
& fin de entregar la presicencia al sefor Augesto De Muro.
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Sesién de Clausura

Bl presidente provisional de la Asamblea, Dr, Mieres, delegado del Uru
gusy, declara abierta Ia sesién siendo Tas 11,30 horss del dia martes 19 de ser
tiembre de 1939, en presencia de los delegados de los siguientes pafses afliados:
Acgenting, Urugusy, Chile, Pacsguay, Litvania, Polonis, Bolivia, Canadi, Fean:
Gia, Alemania, Bohenia y Moravia, Hungela, Estonia, Per, Costa Rics, Caba,
Beasl, Guatemala y Ecuador. Estaba presente también la senorita Mary N. Kucff,
de Ios Ecados Unides.

Por sccretacia. se i lectura del acta del dia anterior, El delegado argentino,
sefor Long Vidal, pidia que se modifique un pirmafo de la misma, sobse e rtica
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Bl que suscribe, que organizd fo “National Chess Federation de USA™
hace 12 afios, y fué su Grico presiderte, comprendié que dos federaciones
n nuestro pais eran innecesacias y que por lo tanto Ja “American Chess Feder
mation” (rombre embneo), que ha exisido durance los dltimos custro

por seuerdos Lirmados, en los cuales ¢l suscripto ha sido elegido presidente vitar
licio y el Sr. Geo Stargls, de Boston Mass, presidente por un afo,

Por lo tanto, fa “National Ghess Federation”, unidad de los Fitados Unidos
de Notte América ante la FIDE, respecuosemente “solicita por la presente al
Comité Central, cambiar ¢l nombre de la Unidad Norteamericana por el titulo
oficial de la nueve Federacion y le ruega la pronta contestacion a exta solicitud.

Los derechos de Ja unidad norteamericana de la FLD.E. han sido pagados
hasta ¢l 1 de mayo de 1940, fecha en la cual los derechos anuales secin enviar
dos nuevamente a Ud, conjuntamente con las expresiones de lealtad de Ta unidad
nofteamericana 3 la FIDE. y a su nuevo presidente, o quien mandamos
nosotros puestros cordisles saludos y mejores descos de una administracion prs
pera en los asuntos de la FLDE. por muchos afios

Firmado: M. 5. Kunns,
Presidente Vitalicio.

EQUIPOS PARTICIPANTES

ALEMANIA
Erich Bliskases.
Paul Michel
Ludwiz Enels
Albert. Becker
Heinrich Reinhardt
Tugadora
Stta, Fried] Rinder

ARGENTINA

Roberto G, Grau

Garlos G. Guimard

Jacabo Bolbochan

Tsaias Pleci

Luis R, Piazsin
Jugedorss

Dora. Trepat

Maria Angélica Berea

BELGICA
Jugadora
Mle. O Wagemans
Stoffels

BOHEMIA Y
MORAVIA
Jan Foltys

Karel Opocensky
J. Pelikan

Karel Skalicka

E. Zia
Jugadora

Mme. B. Janecek

BOLIVIA

Jorge Rodrigues. Hur:
tado

Hugo Chrdova

Luis V. Zavala

Paul Baender

Victor Reyes Velazeo

BULGARIA|

Alexander Zwetkoff
Oleg Neukirch

Alexander Kiprofl
Michail Kantardjeft
Emil Karatojeccheff

BRASIL
Octavio Trompowsky.
Walter Oswaldo Cruz
Adbemar de Silva Ro-

cha
Oswaldo Cruz Eilbo
Joso de Souza Méndes

CANADA
H. Helman

H. Opsanl
T. 5. Morricon

Jugedora
Mite  Annabelle Lot
gheed

QuBA.
José R. Capablanca
Francisco Planas
Miguel B. Alemin
Alberto Lépe
Rafacl Blanco
Jugadora
Srta, Maria T. Mora

CHILE

Rodriga Flores
Mariano Castllo
Enrique Reed
René Letelier
Julio Salas Romo
Jugadorz

Srta. Berna Carrasco

DINAMARCA

Jens Enevoldsen
Chr. Poulsen
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AUTORIDADES DE LA F. I. D. E

Federatién Internationale des Echecs

COMITE CENTRAL

Presidente «.........4 Sr. Augusto De Muro, Avda. de Mayo
560, 5°. piso. Buenos Aires.

Vicepresidente ...... Sr. Maurice S. Kuhns, Suite 1652/11
South La Salle Street. Chicago, 111, EE. UU. de N. A.

Tésorerofs = i it Prof M Nidolel 28#ontaiiant Neuchatel
(Suiza).

Secretario del Bureau . Dr. Joaquin Gdmez Masfa.

Sr. Augusto De Muro, Presidente de la F. I. D. E.
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BUENOS AIRES SERIA
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FEDERACION ~ INTERNACIONAL" . -

AJEDREZ: ASI
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El presidente de la Federacion Argentina, seiior De M-
ro, fué designado para presidir también aquel organismo

MANANA ASUMIRA EL CARGO
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% D E.
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D. E. al actual titular, d
Rueb, reconociéndosele en esta
forma los importantes servicios
prestados al ajedrez internacional.
De Muro, nueve presidente
La parte tercera y ultima de es-
te proyecto, designa al presidente
de la Federacién Argentina d
or Augus
presidente _de

nombrar
T
or A

mo

el

0 congreso, que sera eele-
brado durante la realizacién del
tornco por la copa Hevyilton-Rus-
scll, en Budapest, & (o dey das
Sobre si“imae * no una
modificacién sy ' swtutos el hes
cho de presc. o bonién asi,
sin previo estadioide la assmblea,
se promovia<un debate, exponien-
do los delepados presentes sus di-
ferentes punios de vista, haciend
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En la sesién de] lunes,
de varios pafses y con, la ratif
uninime de la asamblea, se habia
suelto confiar al dirigents que orienté
la realizacién de este magno certé~|
men la suerte de la Federacion Intes- |
nhacional y consecuentemente, se
di6 el traslado de la sede del mﬂ;
nismo, de Holanda a Buenos Alres. B
en la de ayer se consagré ess decisién |
y fué puesto z’n posesién de su cargo
el nuevo presidente,

El presidente provisional de la mm;
blea, D. Rafael Mieres, delegado del
Uruguay, declaré abicria la sesién en
| presencia de los delegados de los Si-
guientes paises afiliados; Argentina,
Uruguay, Chi uay, Lituania.
Polonia, Bolir
mania, Bohemia y Moravia, Hi
Estonia, Perti, Estados Unidos, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Brasil, Guatemala y Ecua-

0!

Por secretaria se di6 lectura al ac-
fa de la sesién anterior, y el sefior
Mieres, con un discurso vivamente ce-
lebrado, hizo entrega de la presidencia |
al Sr. Dz Muro, quien agradecid Ia
distincién de que se le hacia objeto
como representante del ajedrez argen-
tino.

El delegado del Paraguay, Sr. Boet- ||
tner, hizo mocién para que se ratifi-
cara Ia eleccion efectuada el dia ane|
terlor con respecto al cambio de sede
de la F. I. D. E. La votacién
sefalé la aprobacion unanime,
tuando el voto del delegado

quien procedié asi tratarse
asunto referente a ;)':xr pais,
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mios fué digno BIEFRC ¢ro Polite
das cumplidas ee! Una concurrend!
d“""“":snu; hizo presente en la 88
&"'?ﬁfu, si hlenes :;viaban ausentes
banderas, se DI

0o dmmul:d sigmﬁmgrx‘ngizr:te el

ntes, qui 9
;nue aco:‘npﬂi]& a los acontecimiento
deportivos trascendentes.

Abri6 el acto el Sr. Rueb con breves
palabras, en las que destacé el esfuer
zo argentino y la importancia del eer
tamen, y luego el Sr. De Muro se re
firi6 al acontecimiento deportivo. Sus
palabras, que glosaron el desarollo del
torneo y se detuvieron en algunos as-
pectos significativos del mismo, coma
expresion - de sentimientos pacifista
en esta época a la que la guerra im-
prime un cardcter particular a los
acontecimientos, encontraron eco en 1al
concurrencia, que las subrayé con re-|
petidos aplausos de adhesién manis
fiesta a los conceptos vertidos.

“Ha terminado el Torneo de las Na-
clones —dijo el Sr. De Muro— y wi
e anuncia el que tendrd por escenario|
a Huneria con motivo del centenario
del Club de Ajedrez de Budapest. |
decisién, en las actuales circuns
¢las, pareciera un presagio de dias
Jores para la humanidad v de po
dades de una paz fecunda, por la ¢
prensién de los hombres que tie:
8u cargo los destinos de los pueble
por la reaccién de éstos ante la
cesaria accién en los campos de
lla, que siembra odi
beldias cuando ella no se e
nombre de la libertad y de
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tdculo sin precedentes en el
mundial toda la gratitud de Ia

it Argentina y la pena con

vel alejarse, porque propo

|horas de emocién intensa por su 18

en los tableros y otras gratas al

ritu en la vinculacién personal que
josible crear y mantener dentro de las
| hormas propias de tan calificadas
legacione: %

La magnitud del certamen

m; adelante— estd en la

| piblica. De la Federacién Arg
de Ajedrez sé decir que hizo um
fuerzo sin precedentes y considers
las contrariedades sufridas sélo
puestas en el camino para pre

temple de quienes integran la
cion. Quizds ellas resultaron ex
pero no debe olvidarse que
poner disciplinas gue aun no
extraordinaria publicidad, se
una voluntad ené«%\c-. gran

mo, fe inquebrantable, paciencia
lerancia. r lo mismo que ac
la vida deportiva de mi pais d

ce 34 afios, no te

como se fué
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curopeos, comcidicron en el elogio @
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Jecto de

Por ello la distincion discernida a la
teia logica ded esfuerso de nuestra fede
i1 seitor Augusto de Muro, designade &
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L EQUIPO

MANANA COMIENZA EL

Bl resultado del torneo ha sido,
en lineas generales, justo. El equi-
por aleman, integrado por la con
juncion de  ajedrecistas_alemanes
¥ austriacos, he. probado ser el mas
fuerte, porque unio a su_homoge- |
neldad I presencia de un primer |
tablero_extraordinario, como es el
ex campedn de Austria y actual
de Alemania, Erich Eliskases, bien
acompanado por Paul Michel, Lut- |
wig Engels, Albert Becker y Heln~
rich Reinhardt.

Empero, hay que destacar qu.
de haber tenido que disputar I
matches con Polonia, Francla r
Palestira, quién sabe si el resul-
tado final seria el mismo. Como se
sabe, estos matches — debido al
conflicto_europeo — no se juga-
ron, devidiendo puntos 1os dos equi-
Do,

El segundo ruesto ha_correspon-
dido, por extrafio capricho del des
tino, al fuerte equipo polaco, en-
cabezado por el veterano mae:
tro Tartakower; el tercero, al de
Estonia, que en Keres, futuro mo-
narca_del tablero, tiene su capi-
in; Suecla se clasific a contl
puacion, mientras la Argentina ha
logrado ur honroso quinto  lugar.
Sin duda Ia responsabilidad de ar-
fuar ante el piblico de su propiy
Pais. que exigia de ellos un estuerso
extraordinario, resté eficacia al
conjunto capitaneado por Roberto
Grau. A ello debe agregarse qus
el equipo, debido a las dificultades
que son del cominio publico, no
pudo prepararse, sexin el plan que

|
|
|

EL SENOR AUGUSTO DE MURQO
‘TOMO POSESION DE SU CARGO

En la sala de actos del teatro
Politeama, se efectuo ayer la anun-
clada_reunidn extraordinaria del
162 Congreso de Ia Federacién Tn.
ternacional de Aledrez. para pon-
Ter en posesion de su cargo al nue-
Yo presidente e Ia institucién, s6-
fior Augusto de Muro, proclama-
clén que fué hecha ayer al deci-

Ia cludad de Buenos Alres,

instalar In sede ‘de I enti- [la

dirse
[ e
mstanclas por
atraviesa el vielo mundo
Ta ceremonia se earacterizs po-
sencillez, pronunciando el se-
Tde Muro. breves

ALEMAN GANO EL
" DE AJEDREZ DE LAS NACIH

TORNEO INTERNACIONAL

apeon Mundial de Ajedrer
ALEJANDRO ~ ALEKHINE
dispuso_ radicarse en el pais veci-
no hasta ser llamado por el Go-
bierno de Francia para_desempe-
Rar su cargo de oficial intérprete

fecto en uno organizado por el

Ciroulo de Ajedrez, en Buenos Ai-
res.

L.. REVELACION DEL TORNEQ
FEMENINO

La sefiorita Bena Carrasco, re-
presentante chilena en el Cam=
peonato Mundial  Femenino, s
constituyd en la revelacién de ia
prueba,. al conquistar un honrosa
tercer puesto, precedida por la se-
Rora Vera Meuchik de Stevenso.
¥ la seforita Sonja Graff. Conta=
mos, pues, en Sud América, con

fercera ajedrecista del mundu

La representante uruguaya, se-
flora de Vigll, actué discretamen-
le, aunque cabe destacar que ob-
o algunas viclorins signiticatt

| 13a Chile

EN EL PARQUE HOTEL

Roodzant .
Janecek .
Schwartzmann ..
Larsen
Relscher
Anderson.
Trepat
Berea
Vigil
Stotfels
Radauskiene

B. Nakkerud .
Lougheed ...
COPA “HAMIL'

Clasificacién y puntaje final de
los_equipos que intervinieron en
el Torneo de las Naciomes:
1a Alemania .
22 Polonia
3a Estonia
4a Suecia .
5. Argentina
6a B. Moravia.
7a Letonia ...
82 Holanda ...
. Palestina .
10a Prancia ...
11a Cuba ..
12a Lituania
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Ia gran guerra europes.
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La FIDE estara

en Buenos Aires

En la Iima
Congreso de la
ternac 1
efectig simultdl con

a situacion de Euro-
pa se aprobd el traslado de la
sede de la FIDH a Buenos
\ives, designandose al seiior
Augusto de Muro presidente
de la Federacién Argentina,
presidente de la internacional
PR T
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tampoco el mag-
que ofrecieron los
‘por la copa “Argenti-
“la segunda serie de
“equipos fueron elimina-
; inares, ganadas

Tos T emia-Moravia, Letonia,

, respectivamente.
1 notable conjunto de
ismos puntos que
o0 a quien aventajo en el
al. Esta vietoria fué desde to-
s justa ¥ premléc:‘\l equxgo
ji lleno de atractivos y de

ejano 3 &

;eis‘:grilo?psrﬁsosot{os, y a cinco mucha-~
chos rubios y simpiticos que merecen por
Sus progresos, reahzadqs_sxlenclos;mqr}te
on la dorada isla, la maxima admiracion
Tercera llego Noruega, y muy cerca nue
tros amigos del Uruguay, que quiza de-
bieron ganar el torneo. La clasificacion
final de esta prueba y la del torneo fe-
menino 1as insertamos igualmente en otro

lugar de esta nota.
CONCLUSIONES

Los resultados del torneo obligan a co-
mentar los progresos del ajedrez sud y
centroamericano, Aparte de la Argenti-
na, cuya actuaciéon periédica en los tor-
neos magistrales le asigna “chances” con-
siderables en este tipo de pruebas, es ne-
cesario destacar la valiosa actuacion de
Cuba, que se inicié con un brillante unde-
cimo puesto en el torneo principal. Igual-
mente notable la “performance” de Chile ¥
Brasil, que lograron actuar con brillo en
el mismo torneo. Solo necesitan estos dos
fuertes conjuntos sudamericanos una ma-
1 yor experiencia para destacarse en com-

petencias de esta magnitud.

Y del resto de los paises americanos
participantes se hace necesario mencionar
1a revelacién de Ecuador y Guatemala, y
Jas buenas actuaciones individuales de al-
gunos jugadores de Perd, Bolivia y Para-
guay. El Torneo de las Naciones de Bue-
nos Aires ha sido por sobre todas las cosas
la brillante oportunidad que han tenido
para surgir a la consideracién internacio-
nal las nuevas fuerzas espirituales y de-
portivas de América, que no deben alejar-
se ya de este concierto de amistad deporti-
va, y hacia las cuales la Federacion Inter-
nacional que ahora preside don Augusto
de Muro y tiene su sede en Buenos Aires,
ha de orientar, sin duda, sus mejores es-

fuerzos. Especialmente, mientras dure el
drama europeo, ¢ 3





